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Kuwait 


ya Kuwait is an oil-rich Arab country in the northeastern corner of the Arabian Peninsula at the head of the Persian 
Gulf. A British protectorate from 1899, it became independent in 1861. On Aug. 2, 1990, Kuwait was occupied by 
Iraqi forces, which remained there until expelled in the PERSIAN GULF WAR of 1991. 


Kuwait is bordered on the north and west by Iraq, on the east by the Persian Gulf, and on the south by Saudi 
Arabia. It ranks third in the Middle East in proven oil reserves (after Saudi Arabia and Iraq), and was a founding 
member of the ORGANIZATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC). Its name is derived from 
kut, the Arabic word for fort. The capital city, Kuwait, is located on an inlet of the Persian Gulf. 


LAND AND PEOPLE 


Kuwait is a virtually flat desert; the highest point is a hill in the south rising to 299 m (981 ft). Of its few oases 
Al-Jahrah is the largest. Nine offshore islands are included in the national territory, but only one, Failaka, is 
inhabited. Most of the nation lies below an elevation of 200 m (656 ft). The red desert soils do not favor agriculture. 
The average daily temperature is 33 deg C (91 deg F), with maxima of 52 deg C (126 deg F). Rainfall ranges from 
25 to 175 mm (1 to 7 in) annually, falling mostly in the winter months when cyclones occur. Fierce dust storms, 
called kaus, may last several days in winter. Most vegetation consists of low bushes and scrub; the marshy coastal 
areas support halophytic, or salt-loving, plants. Less than 9% of the land is arable, and most water is obtained 
through desalination. 


Kuwaiti society is composed of five strata: the ruling family, old Kuwaiti merchant families, former Bedouins who 
became city dwellers, Arabs from other countries who obtained citizenship, and foreigners. Arabic is the official 
language, although many people speak English. Muslims comprise 90% of the population and Christians 8%. 


Kuwait has one of the highest per-capita incomes in the world. Prior to the Iraqi invasion Kuwaiti citizens made up 

less than 40% of the population and less than 20% of the labor force. Non-Kuwaitis—-mostly Palestinians, 

Egyptians, and South Asians—enjoyed most of the welfare benefits of Kuwaiti citizens; the vote was restricted to 
oN about 65,000 Kuwaiti males living in Kuwait before 1920 and their descendants. 


Kuwait's 1992 population was less than half its prewar size, and the government planned to limit foreigners to less 
than 50% of the total population. Nearly 400,000 Palestinians were expelled and most Sudanese and Yemenis 
(groups accused of cooperating with Iraq) were refused employment. Most of the hundreds of thousands of foreign 
workers who fled the country after the Iraqi invasion were not expected to return, and at least one-third of all 
Kuwaitis remained outside the country in mid-1992. 


ECONOMIC ACTIVITY 


The economy of modern Kuwait is based almost totally on petroleum. By law, 10% of all petroleum revenues have 
been deposited in a special reserve fund to provide for the time when oil reserves are exhausted. During the 
occupation much of Kuwait's wealth was shipped to Iraq, although the Kuwaiti government-in-exile controlled its 
substantial overseas assets. 


Limited oil exports resumed in July. The country was expected to reach pre-invasion oil production levels by the 
end of 1992, but it was estimated that it would take two to five years to restore the economy to its prewar level. To 
stimulate private investment, the government paid off household debts, increased government salaries, and 
compensated for war damages. This spending and the costs of the war reduced Kuwait's foreign assets from $100 
billion in 1990 to $40 billion in 1992. 


HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT 


The Sabah dynasty was established in 1756 after Arab tribes settled the area. Kuwait was nominally a province in 
the Ottoman Empire, but the sheikh received British protection in 1899 when the Turks threatened actual control. 
Kuwait achieved independence in 1961, but when Iraq claimed the area, Kuwait again received a British pledge of 
protection. 


Under the 1963 constitution, executive power is vested in the emir and exercised by a council of ministers. Sheikh 
Jabir al-Ahmad al-Sabah became emir in 1977. The legislature was suspended from 1976 to 1981 and again in 
1986; an interim council without legislative powers was elected in June 1990. In the 1980s, Kuwait was subject to 
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terrorist attacks by Shiite Muslim extremists, including a 1985 attempt to assassinate the emir. Kuwait supported 
Iraq against Iran in the IRAN-IRAQ WAR (1980-88). 


On Aug. 2, 1990, after a dispute over oil, money, and boundaries, Iraq occupied Kuwait, a move condemned by the 
world community. On Jan. 16, 1991, when international diplomatic efforts and sanctions failed to force Iraq to 
withdraw, a 28-member coalition under U. S. field command launched the PERSIAN GULF WAR, recapturing 
Kuwait on February 26. The emir returned on March 14 and imposed martial law until June 26. The advisory 
National council created in 1990 reconvened on July 9. Later that year Kuwait and the United States signed a 
ten-year security pact. In the parliamentary elections of October 1992 the narrowly defined electorate (only 13% of 
Kuwaiti nationals, and no women, are eligible to vote) elected the first opposition majority in Kuwait's history. 
Candidates calling for democratic reform won 31 of 50 seats. 


lra M. Sheskin 


Bibliography: Abu-Hakima, A. M., The Modern History of Kuwait (1983); Kuwait (1985); Al-Sabah, Y. S. F., The Oil 
Economy of Kuwait (1981); Assiri, A.-R., Kuwait's Foreign Policy (1990); Crystal, J., Oil and Politics in the Gulf 
(1990) and Kuwait (1992); Ismael, J. S., Kuwait: Social Change in Historical Perspective (1982); Sasson, J. P., 
The Rape of Kuwait (1991). 
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Schwarzkopf, H. Norman 


yam, United States Army General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, born Trenton, N.J., Aug. 22, 1934, was the commander of 
the U.S.-led coalition of land, sea, and air forces that won decisive victory in the PERSIAN GULF WAR in 1991. 


Schwarzkopf graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1956 and became an infantry second 
lieutenant. His father, Herbert Norman Schwarzkopf, was also a West Point graduate. The senior Schwarzkopf 
gave his name to his son, but disliking the name Herbert, gave him only the letter H. The senior Schwarzkopf 
became superintendent of the New Jersey State Police and was the chief investigator in the kidnapping case of 
Charles Lindbergh's son. He later (1942-48) went to Iran, where he helped establish the Shah's police force. At 
the age of 12, young Norman lived in Tehran with his father. 


Schwarzkopf in 1964 received a master's degree from the University of Southern California, where he specialized 
in guided missile engineering. He married Brenda Holsinger on July 6, 1968. 


He served two tours in Vietnam and was decorated three times with the Silver Star. In May 1970, he crossed a 
minefield to rescue a soldier who had been wounded. He returned to the United States in 1970 as a lieutenant 
colonel. 


Schwarzkopf was later military assistant in the office of the assistant secretary of the Army in Washington, D.C. 
(1973-74); deputy commander of the 172d Infantry Brigade, Fort Richardson, Alaska (1974-76); commander of 
the 1st Brigade, Sth Infantry Division, Fort Lewis, Washington (1976-78); and deputy director for plans of the U.S. 
Pacific Command, Camp Smith, Hawaii (1978-80). He was assistant division commander, 8th Infantry Division, 
U.S. Army Europe (1980-82); deputy director of military personnel management and deputy chief of staff 
personnel (1982-83); commanding general of the 24th Infantry Division and Fort Stewart, Georgia (1983-85). 


Schwarzkopf was the deputy commander of U.S. forces in the Grenada operation in 1983. He later served with the 
Department of the Army (1985-86); as commanding general of | Corps at Fort Lewis, Wash. (1986-87); and 
served another tour with the Department of the Army (1987-88). Later in 1988, he became commander in chief of 

yo the U.S. Central Command, then headquartered at MacDill AFB, Florida. The Central Command was involved with 
U.S. military concerns in nations in the Middle East, Africa, and the Persian Gulf. During 1988, Schwarzkopf 
received his fourth star as general. 


As commander in chief of the U.S.-led coalition forces sent to Saudi Arabia as part of Operation Desert Shield, 
following the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 1990, General Schwarzkopf coordinated the armed forces of the 
many nations opposed to the expansionism of Iraqi ruler Saddam HUSSEIN. He played a key role in the rapid and 
decisive defeat of Iraqi forces in early 1991 in Operation Desert Storm. 


In addition to the Silver Star, General Schwarzkopf holds the Distinguished Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star with three oak leaf clusters, the Purple Heart with 
oak leaf cluster, the Combat Infantryman badge, Master Parachutist badge, and others. 


Bibliography: Anderson, Jack, and Van Atta, Dale, Stormin' Norman (1991); Ridgeway, James, ed., The March to 
War (1991); Schwarzkopf, H. Norman, and Petre, Peter, It Doesn't Take a Hero (1992). 
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Aqaba, Gulf of 
ym = {ah'-kah-bah} 


The Gulf of Aqaba is a narrow arm of the Red Sea extending northeast between Saudi Arabia and the Sinai 
Peninsula. It is approximately 160 km (100 mi) long and 19-27 km (12-17 mi) wide. At the head of the gulf are 
Aqaba and ELAT. Aqaba is Jordan's only seaport, and Elat is Israel's only outlet to the Red Sea. After Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of Kuwait, the United States began a naval blockade of Iraq's outlets to the sea. The 
government of Jordan was notified that the blockade would include the port of Aqaba if Jordan allowed goods to 
move to or from Iraq from that port via land transport. 


Concecn : 

] 
copy ot the 
artrele That VYhe Uni heh S tetes Acie Force | 
art tbe the KiSula 


Qvradku o tel a Naot aes Dasic Training : 
They these +o The 
Nome tus that The Nieman ore 


To Wrkowm 1h May 


a News 


TNs ‘3 


Wave When 


Send Gime trcteos 


— 


Ney hm Force 


eae es Soy 
Dsaste Vow Wo Ne 
at Wellis Are Force 
Tor albgus Fa vere Cars 
Vrienp tee eh to KL Aa, 
were he way cde plore A Sron there ° 
Mtdale ©... Sy Ovosert Shield 
for Tins Gwe Coun \ © War 
a S yeor Trane — 


She perch A’ 


V\S%AS , a 
—— 


the Aic 
Serv PNG, 


J Ov" eol 


Anch has 


ALtey 


1A Sb 

Years 
8 ec ion ed 
L asVegus 
Ne 


LIAS rorce 


+ 


2 


recent|y Neew 


A- Fav ce 


Weems Home was in Midwe 


ase ‘ 


a 


Y | 


7 
we elk. ( a | 
| 
=“ Waa \n & WwWi)uas \ rx 4 OWr NW ri, a ad e 
( 


7 ho 


LA \? unr * hoe ye in eo WA. A. Av rows Bw 
I a5 en 4 Ous is \Ce Uw VS % Tan e { ere oN SON 
One. NY Force Bese to OQnother Bc seuthe 
A iy or Ce COW Ss id Cores W ¢ S Nome TOU Aw 
Address To pe Vrs perv Man enim 
addvess -.. Ther address vemams tbo be 
T he Game > VIN < 
. { 
zi Nope this 1 WT mea { tory ww, || 
\n e \ ? VOW \. oO A ec. \ c¥ Mine Fhe 4 
eum a a Nome TO WN Veteran 
© 4 Th 2 a LA \+ Way and NAS 
r ‘ : . rd ? 
Car ned V lave wight be Wave 
rv iS YUAN e Bt Ov \ ne e \ A ay Y£5 
— 
Ovy YWO@Wo la \ ia 4A ' _ 
ey a No " V\ ¢ MLO d 4 ast 
AJ KV vw\ r) = baat og a» \ , —— | f ) 
' 4 - / ~ “\ 
We served with the 355 4H Frahter b 
o _ i ly onan Will \ ir Force hase 
Pa K Aa 


al Sincerely , 


L\ MKS sarc 


LC Core | 


& 
y 


#3 
ie 

5 
é 
£8 
ee 
a. 


Kevin V. Cannon 


bo Hometown * 


News 


Airman Kevin V. Cannon, 
son of Kenneth V. Cannon of 
3592 South 3400 West, West 
Valley City, Utah, and Carol 
A. Huggard of 145 E, M ain St. 

1dway, Utah, has graduated 
from Air Force basic training 
at Lackland Air Force Base, 
Texas. 

During the weeks of 
training the airman studied 
ihe Air Force mission, organ- 
ization and customs and 
received special training in 
human relations. 

In addition, airmen who 
complete basic training earn 
credits toward an associate 
degree through the community 
college of the Air Force. 

His wife, Rebecca, is the 
daughter of Joe Brinkerhoff of 
3566 South 3400 West, West 
Valley City. 


1985 graduate of 
Wasatch High School, Heber, 


Utah. 
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